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T H I S  S U B M I S S I O N    

W H A T  I S  I T  B A S E D  O N
This submission is based on what we have seen through

decades of advocacy and legal case work, policy expertise, as
well as consultations with our staff and some of the young

people we work with

 
O U R  R E S P O N S E  T O  T H E  C A S E  F O R  C H A N G E

F O C U S E S  O N  A R E A S  O F  L E A V I N G  C A R E ,
H O U S I N G  A N D  H O M E L E S S N E S S ,  C R I M I N A L

J U S T I C E  A N D  C H I L D R E N ’ S  R I G H T S  W H I C H  W E
F E E L  W E R E  N O T  S U F F I C I E N T L Y  E X A M I N E D  –  O R

O M I T T E D  E N T I R E L Y  –  B Y  T H E  C A S E  F O R
C H A N G E .  



 A child rights approach should be used in all policy-making,
including during the Care Review, to draft subsequent legislation,
in creating all policies and practices at central and local levels and
to ensure CYP’s voices are at the heart of the system in line with

article 12 of the CRC.

C H I L D R E N ’ S  A N D  Y O U N G  P E O P L E ’ S  ( C Y P )
R I G H T S  A N D  V O I C E S  A R E  N O T  A T  T H E

H E A R T  O F  T H E  C A R E  S Y S T E M .

A C C E S S  T O  G O O D - Q U A L I T Y ,
I N D E P E N D E N T  Y O U T H  A D V O C A C Y  I S  A L S O

K E Y  T O  C E N T R I N G  C Y P ’ S  V O I C E S  A N D
I M P R O V I N G  T H E I R  O U T C O M E S .  .

 I T  I S  C R U C I A L  T H A T  W E  B U I L D  A  S Y S T E M  W H I C H
I S  M O R E  F L E X I B L E  A N D  F O C U S E D  O N  F U L F I L L I N G
C Y P ’ S  N E E D S  H O L I S T I C A L L Y ,  I N S T E A D  O F  S I L O E D
W O R K I N G .  A  C U L T U R E  O F  C O L L A B O R A T I O N  M U S T
B E  B U I L T  W I T H I N  L O C A L  A U T H O R I T I E S ’  S E R V I C E S
A N D  I N  P A R T N E R S H I P  W I T H  V O L U N T A R Y  S E R V I C E S

K E Y  M E S S A G E S  
Below are the 8 key messages made in the Just for
Kids Law/CRAE’s Submission to the Care Review’s

Case for Change submission



�  T H E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  S O C I A L  C A R E  S Y S T E M
R E Q U I R E S  D E D I C A T E D  F U N D I N G  A F T E R

H U G E  C U T S  T O  C H I L D R E N ’ S  S E R V I C E S  O V E R
T H E  P A S T  D E C A D E ,  A S  W E L L  A S  R E F O R M S .  

 
T H E  I M P A C T  O F  A U S T E R I T Y  H A S  B E E N  D E E P L Y  F E L T  B Y

C O M M U N I T I E S  A N D  C U T S  T O  B E N E F I T S ,  L O C A L
S E R V I C E S ,  I N  P A R T I C U L A R  E A R L Y  I N T E R V E N T I O N ,  A N D

T H E  L A C K  O F  A F F O R D A B L E  H O U S I N G  A N D  S O C I A L
H O U S I N G  H A V E  H A D  A  K N O C K - O N  E F F E C T  O N  C H I L D R E N
A N D  F A M I L I E S  N E E D I N G  F U R T H E R  A N D  M O R E  C O M P L E X

I N T E R V E N T I O N S  F R O M  C H I L D R E N ’ S  S O C I A L  C A R E .  

�  C H I L D R E N  W H O  A R E  R E M A N D E D  T O
C U S T O D Y  M U S T  R E T A I N  L O O K E D - A F T E R

C H I L D  S T A T U S .  
 

C Y P  C O M I N G  I N T O  C O N T A C T  W I T H  T H E  P O L I C E  A N D
C R I M I N A L  J U S T I C E  S Y S T E M  A R E  S O M E  O F  T H E  M O S T
V U L N E R A B L E  I N  O U R  S O C I E T Y  A N D  O F T E N  H A V E  T H E
M O S T  C O M P L E X  N E E D S ,  H A V I N G  A L S O  H A D  P R E V I O U S

C O N T A C T  W I T H  T H E  S O C I A L  C A R E  S Y S T E M ,  A N D
R E Q U I R E  A D D I T I O N A L  A C C E S S  T O  S T A T U T O R Y

S E R V I C E S .



�  T H E  S Y S T E M  I S  N O T  B U I L T  A N D  D O E S  N O T
W O R K  F O R  O L D E R  T E E N A G E R S .  

 
W E  S E E  M O R E  A N D  M O R E  T H E  E F F E C T  O F  T H E

A D U L T I F I C A T I O N  O F  O L D E R  T E E N A G E R S  W H O  F I N D
T H E M S E L V E S  O N  T H E  E D G E  O F  C A R E  B U T  E N D  U P  L E F T
W I T H O U T  A N Y  S U P P O R T .  E V E R Y  Y E A R ,  T H O U S A N D S  O F

1 6 -  A N D  1 7 - Y E A R - O L D S  F A C E D  W I T H  H O M E L E S S N E S S
A R E  H O U S E D  U N D E R  P R O V I S I O N S  W H I C H  D O  N O T

E N T I T L E  T H E M  T O  A N Y  S U P P O R T  F R O M  C H I L D R E N ’ S
S E R V I C E S  A N D  E N D  U P  H O M E L E S S  A G A I N  O N C E  T H E Y

T U R N  1 8 .  M O R E  T H A N  H A L F  A R E  H O U S E D  I N
U N R E G U L A T E D  S E T T I N G S  B U T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’ S

P L A N N E D  R E F O R M S  W I L L  N O T  A P P L Y  T O  T H I S  G R O U P
O F  C H I L D R E N ,  P U T T I N G  T H E M  A T  R I S K  O F  B E I N G

F U R T H E R  M A R G I N A L I S E D .  

�  C H I L D R E N  W H O  A R E  C R I M I N A L L Y
E X P L O I T E D  ( M O S T L Y  O L D E R  T E E N A G E R S )

C O N T I N U E  T O  B E  S E E N  A S  O F F E N D E R S
R A T H E R  T H A N  V I C T I M S ,  

 
W H I C H  C O N T R I B U T E S  T O  A N  I N C O N S I S T E N T

S A F E G U A R D I N G  R E S P O N S E ,  A N D  T H E R E F O R E  A  L A C K  O F
A D E Q U A T E  J O I N E D  U P  S U P P O R T  F R O M  S T A T U T O R Y

S E R V I C E S .  



�  C Y P  A R E  F A C E D  W I T H  F R E Q U E N T  C L I F F
E D G E S  D U R I N G  T H E I R  J O U R N E Y

T H R O U G H  T H E  C A R E  S Y S T E M  –  A T  1 8 ,  2 1
A N D  A G A I N  A T  2 5 .  

 
B E T T E R  T R A N S I T I O N  P L A N N I N G  A N D  A  G R E A T E R

F L E X I B I L I T Y  O F  A P P R O A C H  M U S T  B E  P U T  I N  P L A C E
T O  A P P R O P R I A T E L Y  S U P P O R T  T H E S E  C Y P  I N T O

Y O U N G  A D U L T H O O D ,  A C C E S S  T H E  A P P R O P R I A T E
S E R V I C E S  A N D  L A T E R  I N D E P E N D E N C E ,  I N S T E A D  O F
M A K I N G  T H E M  V U L N E R A B L E  T O  I S S U E S  W I T H  T H E I R

H O U S I N G ,  M E N T A L  H E A L T H ,  E T C .  

�  C A R E - E X P E R I E N C E D  Y O U N G
P E O P L E  A R E  O V E R - R E P R E S E N T E D
I N  T H E  H O M E L E S S  P O P U L A T I O N ;  

 
O N C E  T H E Y  E N D  U P  I N  T H E  H O M E L E S S N E S S
S Y S T E M ,  T H E Y  A R E  F A C E D  W I T H  T O O  M A N Y
B A R R I E R S  T O  A C C E S S I N G  S U P P O R T .  T H E S E

B A R R I E R S  A R E  N O T  A D E Q U A T E L Y  E X A M I N E D
I N  T H E  C A S E  F O R  C H A N G E .

This submission was sent JfKL/CRAE
submission on the Care Review’s
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